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Qwner: (formerly) J. Clayton Tribby

Date of erections c. 1800

Conditiont Iemolished
Description:

In common with several other houses on M Street, once a
fashionable street instead of a traffic artery, 3117 was four bays
wice. This gllowed either two nsrrow rooms in width or one very
long one. When the house was surveyed, the first floor had been
altered to commercial purposes, but the facade above was preserved
and, to some extent, the interior.

In elevation the doorway was at the left (west) of the four
bays, but &1l evidence as to its form and that of the wirdows of
this floor was lost in the slterations. Above are four equally
spaced windows spanned by rTusticated stone flat srches with scrolled
keystones. The sash was modern, with large lights, but originally
it was probably nine-over-nine on the second floor and six-over-
nine on the third. On the roof were two dormers with srched sash
and roofs. The jambs were ornamented with peneled pilasters, in
the panrel of which was & composition decorstion of a drop of dim-
inishing husks pendant from a chain of large lozenge-shaped links.
The trim of the arch was gone. The brickwork of the facade was
particularly well lsid and was of Flemish bond.

In plen the entrance hall was at the left, with the stsir at
ke resr. At the second floor the stalr hall was confined to the
reer of the house so that the front room could assume the full
width of the bullding. This allowed a room 22 feet 4~3/4 incheg
wide and 24 feet 5-3/4 inche: deep. Across the front were the four
gsouth windows and on the east wall the chimney breast. The rear
room wag 13 feet 4 inches by 16 feet 5 inch and had two north win-
dows. This plen continued on the third floor, but in the attic
there were two rooms in width in the frent and & lserger one in the
rear. The large lower rcom haG recently been subdivided, each into
four smell rooms.

The interior once mmst have contained unususlly fine trim, but
when surveyed it had all dissppeered except the stair and the win-
dow trims of the south second-flocr room.

The stair had posts turned like Deric colomnettes, delicate
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rectaengular balusters, and scrolled brackets at the step ends. At
the landings the thickness of the flocrs was treated with trim
shoviing & series of circles in the style of a guilicche, but with-
ont the interweaviag characteristic. The hancrail was of mahopany
delicately moulded, with remps and esslags. The south front reom
must have had very slatorate and well designed trim, but at the
time of the survey all had been rsmoved except the window ftrims.
These are now preserved in z house in Wilmington, Delazware. The
openines had zeep reveals which were spiayed and neneled. At the
helght of the window stool, there was a moulded chair rail under
the window, with two narrow bands of sunk beaded ornament. Across
the window splay the chair rail was veplsced by & bend of vertical
reeding of equal width. Above this band there were series of sunk
panels slternating square and long. DBelow was one large sunk panel
in waich wes a reised oval. This recalled the psnel under the win-
dow, which was similarly trested thoueh with a larpe horizontal
oval rather than a narrow vertical one. The base under the window
panel wes similar to the m&in bease of the room, triple-movlded in
the style of the Attic base. Across the jambs thls was spain omit-
ted, reeding taking its place. The face of the opening was framed
by an architrave with richly moulded backband. The intermediate
meulding was omitted for a narrow band of cross reeding. Against
this architrave were slender paneled demi-pilasters in the Ionic

style, with long pendants of diminishing husks. These were excep-

ticnally crisp and well modeled. They hung from a ribbon below a
pineapple finial. In the friese were slender vasee over the pilas-
ters and one in the center, betwsen which were delicate garlands of
husks hung from bowknots.
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